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E.O. 11652:XGDS1 
TAGS: PFOR, US, FR 

SUBJECT: FRENCH PRIME MINISTER CHIRAC'S VISIT TO 
MOSCOW: PRELIMINARY QUAI IMPRESSIONS 

1. SUMMARY: QUAI EXPECTS CHIRAC VISIT TO MOSCOW TO 
PRODUCE NO SURPRISES. EMPHASIS IS LIKELY TO FOCUS ON 
BILATERAL ECONOMIC ISSUES, GISCARD'S MOSCOW PROGRAM, 
CSCE, THE MIDDLE EAST AND INDO-CHINA. END SUMMARY. 
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2. OMNES AND OTHER MEMBERS QUAI'S EASTERN EUROPEAN 
DIVISION HAVE GIVEN US THEIR PRELIMINARY VIEWS ON FRENCH 
PRIME MINISTER CHIRAC'S TRIP TO THE USSR MARCH 19-24, 

THE FIRST SUCH VISIT SINCE POMPIDOU WENT THERE AS PRIME 
MINISTER IN 1967. 

3. TECHNICALLY, VISIT WILL INVOLVE TWO DAYS OF MEETINGS 
AND PROTOCOLARY EVENTS IN MOSCOW (MARCH 20-21) AND TWO 
DAYS OF TRAVEL (MARCH 22-23), PRIMARILY TO SIBERIA 
WHERE CHIRAC WILL VISIT IRKUTSK AND THE BRATSK ELECTRIC 
POWER COMPLEX. IN MOSCOW, QUAI EXPECTS KOSYGIN WILL BE 
CHIRAC'S PRINCIPAL COUNTERPART, BUT ASSUMES THAT CHIRAC 
WILL ALSO BE RECEIVED BY PODGORNY, AS WELL AS BREZHNEV, 

ON GROUNDS THAT SOVIETS COULD HARDLY DO LESS FOR FRENCH 
THAN THEY HAVE DONE FOR BRITISH. THERE IS, HOWEVER, 

SOME UNCERTAINTY WHETHER BREZHNEV'S EXPECTED ATTENDANCE 
OF THE HUNGARIAN CP CONGRESS COULD PREVENT HIS 
RETURNING TO MOSCOW IN TIME. SOVIETS 
HAVE SO FAR MADE NO COMMITMENTS ALTHOUGH A "BLANK 
PERIOD" HAS BEEN SET ASIDE ON PROGRAM FOR POSSIBLE 
BREZHNEV RECEPTION. 

4. SUBSTANTIVELY, QUAI BELIEVES VISIT SHOULD PRODUCE 
"NO SURPRISES." THE SOVIETS HAVE JUST SUBMITTED WHAT 
FRENCH VIEW AS "FAIRLY REASONABLE" DRAFT COMMUNIQUE, 
WHICH CLOSELY FOLLOWS THEMES OF RAMBOUILLET. AS FOR 
DISCUSSIONS IN MOSCOW, FRENCH SIDE EXPECTS CHIRAC TO 
STRESS BILATERAL ECONOMIC ISSUES, IN WHICH HE IS 
ESPECIALLY INTERESTED, AND TO CONCERN HIMSELF TO AN 
EXTENT WITH GISCARD'S PROGRAM. QUAI PRESUMES SOVIETS 
WILL EMPHASIZE CSCE, TO WHICH FRENCH SAY THEY INTEND TO 
REPLY WITH LINE WORKED OUT BY EC-NINE. THERE WILL. 

OF COURSE, ALSO BE TOUR D'HORIZON OF OTHER MAJOR ISSUES, 
INCLUDING MIDDLE EAST AND INDO-CHINA. HOWEVER, APART 
FROM SOME POSSIBLE MINOR ECONOMIC AGREEMENTS, NO SIGNI- 
FICANT ACCORDS ARE EXPECTED TO EMERGE. 

5. QUAI'S LESS FORMAL REACTIONS TO VISIT ARE ALSO OF 
SOME INTEREST. FOR ONE, QUAI SEEMS SOMEWHAT LESS 
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SELF-ASSURED ABOUT ITS MANAGEMENT OF THIS VISIT THAN IS 
NORMALLY THE CASE. THIS MAY, TO AN EXTENT, BE DUE TO 
FACT THAT THIS IS FIRST MOSCOW VISIT AT PREMIER'S LEVEL 
IN SOME YEARS; AND THAT DEFINITION CHIRAC'S ROLE AS 
GISCARD'S PRECURSOR - DISCARD'S VISIT IS NOW SET FOR 
SOMETIME IN OCTOBER - CALLS FOR SOME SPECIAL CARE. 

MORE IMPORTANTLY, IT SEEMS DUE TO QUAI'S LACK OF 
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NARGUES WILL, OF COURSE, ACCOMPANY CHIRAC AND WILL PLAY 
MAJOR ROLE ON KEY QUESTIONS, INCLUDING CSCE. NEVERTHE- 
LESS, THERE IS MORE THAN USUAL 

SKITTISHNESS ABOUT THE WAY CHIRAC HIMSELF WILL HANDLE 
SITUATION; OR EVEN AS TO SUBJECTS IN QUAI'S BRIEFING 
BOOK WHICH WILL INTEREST A PRIME MINISTER, WHOSE EXPOSURE 
TO FOREIGN POLITICAL AFFAIRS, AS ONE OFFICIAL PUT IT, 

HAS SO FAR BEEN ALMOST AS LIMITED AS HIS ENERGY IS 
BECOMING LEGENDARY. 

6. LASTLY IT MIGHT BE WORTH A FOOTNOTE THAT, AT LEAST 
SOME SENIOR QUAI OFFICIALS ARE DISCREETLY SURPRISED THAT 
SOVIETS AGREED TO CHIRAC S VISIT AT THIS TIME AT ALL - 
INVOLVING AS IT DID MOVING MITTERAND TRIP TO APRIL AND 
COMPLICATING LIFE FOR THE FRENCH CP, WHO HAVE CHOSEN 
CHIRAC AS THEIR CURRENT BETE NOIR. THEY CONCLUDE THAT 
SOVIETS HAVE CLEARLY PUT THEIR CHIPS ON PROPOSITION THAT 
CHIRAC IS IMPORTANT, THAT HE MAY WELL BECOME MORE SO, 

AND THAT IT IS, THEREFORE, IN SOVIET INTEREST TO ESTAB- 
LISH CLOSER RELATIONS WITH HIM AT THIS STAGE. 
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